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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the Amendment filed November 1 7, 2006. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Claims 1 - 22 are pending in this Office Action. After a further search and a 
thorough examination of the present application, claims 1-22 remain rejected. 
Applicant's arguments filed with respect to claims 1 - 22 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that there is no teaching in Mindrum or Krim of live chat 
function. 

In response to Applicant's argument, the Examiner respectfully disagrees and 
submits that Krim teaches the communication with instant messaging service, which 
could be with anyone at the physical location of the funeral or anywhere. Furthermore 
this is clearly disclosed in paragraph 0063, Krim. 

Other claims recite the same subject matter and for the same reasons as cited 
above the rejection is maintained. 

Hence, Applicant's arguments do not distinguish the claimed invention over the prior art 
of record. In light of the foregoing arguments, the 103 rejections are sustained. 
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Claim Objections 

3. Claim 19 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 19 the same 
as claim 18 and therefore does not further limit the independent claim. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

* 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

6. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mindrum et al. ('Mindrum' herein after) (2005/0135793 A1) further in view of Todd 
Michael Krim ('Krim' herein after) (US 2002/0072925 A1 ). 
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With respect to claim 1 , 

Mindrum discloses a system and method of online memorial creation, 
comprising: a first stable station on the Internet for a user to create a living memorial of 
him or herself (Figure 2 element 36, Mindrum); a second stable station, linked to said 
first stable station, on the Internet for a user to create a memorial of a deceased person 
or persons (Figure 2 element 32, Mindrum); a third stable station, linked to said first and 
second stable stations, on the Internet for live web casting of a funeral or memorial 

services (Figure 2 element 34, Mindrum); a live time chat function, linked to said first, 

■ 

second and third stable stations, for users to talk to each other and communicate over a 
variety of subjects; a media file storage facility (Figure 2 element 40), linked to said first, 
second and third stable stations, to allow users to store video, audio or data files (Figure 
2 element 42); and Web-crafting tools incorporated in said first, second, and third stable 
stations, allowing a user or users to create sites about themselves or others (Figure 2 
element 44, Mindrum). 

Mindrum however does not explicitly disclose the live time chat function explicitly. 

Krim teaches the communication between people connected over the Internet via 
a message center (Figure 4A, Krim) and the live chat using instant messaging 
(paragraph 0063, Krim). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
they are in the same field of invention, funeral/ memorial services. Furthermore the 
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electronic communication of Krim via Internet would improve on Mindrum's system and 
method to allow communication between message senders (page 1 paragraph [0005] 
lines 14-26, Krim). 

7. Claims 2 - 9 are rejected under the same rationale given for claim 1 . The 
citations of the elements claimed and taught are listed below. 

With respect to claim 2, 

Mindrum as modified discloses a system and method of online memorial creation 
as in claim 1 , wherein said first stable station has a means for a user to set up an 
account and enter personal information in data, video or audio format, for other 
authorized users to access during the user's life or after the users death (Figures 1 A, 
2B, 3A and 3C and page 2 paragraph [0021], Krim). 

With respect to claim 3, 

Mindrum as modified discloses a system and method of online memorial 
creation, as in claim 1, wherein said second stable station, allows a user to set up an 
account to enter information on a deceased person, including any biographical 
information, in data, video, or audio files, for other authorized users to view (Figures 1 , 3 
and page 1 paragraph [0009] lines 14-24, Mindrum). 

With respect to claim 4, 
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Mindrum as modified discloses a system and method of online memorial 
creation, as in claim 2, further comprising a calendaring system to allow authorized 
users to enter important dates regarding the deceased person, such as visitation or 
funeral services as well as other important dates, such as birth date, death date, and 
anniversaries (page 4 paragraphs [0041 - 0042], Mindrum). 

With respect to claim 5, 

Mindrum as modified discloses a system and method of online memorial 
creation, as in claim 2, further comprising a live web casting of visitation, memorial, 
funeral or graveside services for authorized users to view in real time, or at a later date, 

» 

if they cannot physically be at these services (page 3 paragraph [0032], Mindrum). 

With respect to claim 6, 

Mindrum as modified teaches a system and method of online memorial creation, 
as in claim 2, further comprising links to local florists and charities which can be used by 
authorized users to commemorate the deceased (page 3 paragraph [0040], Krim). 

With respect to claim 7, 

Mindrum as modified teaches a system and method of online memorial creation, 
as in claim 2, further comprising a bulletin board system for authorized users to leave 
messages for family's members of the deceased (Figure 4A, Krim). 
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With respect to claim 8, 

Mindrum as modified discloses a system and method of online memorial creation 
as in claim 1 , further comprising a live video and audio feed to a gravesite of the 
deceased, or to a favorite place of the deceased (page 3 paragraph [0032], Mindrum). 

With respect to claim 9, 

Mindrum as modified discloses system and method of online memorial creation, 
as in claim 1 , further comprising a means for a spanning memorial to be set up for a 
group of persons as victims of a tragedy (page 1 paragraph [0008], Mindrum). 

With respect to claim 10, 

Mindrum discloses a system and method of online memorial creation, 

* 

comprising: a first stable station on the Internet for a user to create a living memorial of 
him or herself (Figure 2 element 36, Mindrum); a second stable station, linked to said 
first stable station, on the Internet for a user to create a memorial of a deceased person 
or persons (Figure 2 element 32, Mindrum); a third stable station, linked to said first and 
second stable stations, on the Internet for live web casting of a funeral or memorial 
services (Figure 2 element 34, Mindrum); a live time chat function, linked to said first, 
second and third stable stations, for users to talk to each other and communicate over a 
variety of subjects, wherein said live time chat function is a condolence chat which can 
put family members in touch over large distances in real time; a media file storage 
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facility (Figure 2 element 40), linked to said first, second and third stable stations, to 
allow users to store video, audio or data files (Figure 2 element 42); and Web-crafting 
tools incorporated in said first, second, and third stable stations, allowing a user or 
users to create sites about themselves or others (Figure 2 element 44, Mindrum). 

Mindrum however does not explicitly disclose the live time chat function explicitly. 

Krim teaches the communication between people connected over the Internet via 
a message center (Figure 4A, Krim) and the live chat using instant messaging 
(paragraph 0063, Krim). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of data processing at 
the time of the present invention to combine the teachings of cited references because 
they are in the same field of invention, funeral/ memorial services. Furthermore the 
electronic communication of Krim via Internet would improve on Mindrum's system and 

■ 

method to allow communication between message senders (page 1 paragraph [0005] 
lines 14-26, Krim). 

8. Claims 1 1 - 22 are rejected under the same rationale given for claim 10. The 
citations of the elements claimed and taught are listed below. 

With respect to claim 11, 

Mindrum as modified discloses a system and method of online memorial creation 
as in claim 1 , wherein said first stable station has a means for a user to set up an 
account and enter personal information in data, video or audio format, for other 
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authorized users to access during the user's life or after the users death (Figures 1 A, 
2B, 3A and 3C and page 2 paragraph [0021], Krim). 

With respect to claim 12, 

Mindrum as modified discloses a system and method of online memorial 
creation, as in claim 10, wherein said second stable station, allows a user to set up an 
account to enter information on a deceased person, including any biographical 
information, in data, video, or audio files, for other authorized users to view (Figures 1 , 3 
and page 1 paragraph [0009] lines 14-24, Mindrum). 

With respect to claim 1 3, 

Mindrum as modified discloses a system and method of online memorial 
creation, as in claim 10, further comprising a calendaring system to allow authorized 
users to enter important dates regarding the deceased person, such as visitation or 
funeral services as well as other important dates, such as birth date, death date, and 
anniversaries (page 4 paragraphs [0041 - 0042], Mindrum). 

« 

With respect to claim 14, 

Mindrum as modified discloses a system and method of online memorial 
creation, as in claim 10, further comprising a live web casting of visitation, memorial, 
funeral or graveside services for authorized users to view in real time, or at a later date, 
if they cannot physically be at these services (page 3 paragraph [0032], Mindrum). 
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With respect to claim 15, 

Mindrum as modified teaches a system and method of online memorial creation, 
as in claim 10, further comprising links to local florists and charities which can be used 
by authorized users to commemorate the deceased (page 3 paragraph [0040], Krim). 

With respect to claim 16, 

Mindrum as modified teaches a system and method of online memorial creation, 
as in claim 10, further comprising a bulletin board system for authorized users to leave 
messages for family's members of the deceased (Figure 4A, Krim). 

With respect to claim 17, 

Mindrum as modified discloses a system and method of online memorial creation 
as in claim 10, further comprising a live video and audio feed to a gravesite of the 
deceased, or to a favorite place of the deceased (page 3 paragraph [0032], Mindrum). 

With respect to claim 18, 

Mindrum as modified discloses system and method of online memorial creation, 
as in claim 10, further comprising a means for a spanning memorial to be set up for a 
group of persons as victims of a tragedy (page 1 paragraph [0008], Mindrum). 



With respect to claim 19, 
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Mindrum as modified discloses system and method of online memorial creation, 
as in claim 10, further comprising a means for a spanning memorial to be set up for a 
group of persons as victims of a tragedy (page 1 paragraph [0008], Mindrum). 

With respect to claim 20, 

Mindrum as modified discloses a system and method of online memorial 
creation, as in claim 10, wherein said live time chat function is a condolence chat which 
can put family members in touch over large distances with pastors, rabbis, or other grief 
counselors in real time (paragraph 0063, Krim). 

With respect to claim 21 , 

Mindrum as modified discloses a system and method of online memorial 
creation, as in claim 10, wherein said live time chat function is configured to be used 
specifically for a funeral where no one grieving party is required to be in the same 
physical location as the deceased (paragraph 0063, Krim). 

With respect to claim 22, 

Mindrum as modified discloses a system and method of online memorial 
creation, as in claim 10, wherein said live time chat function is a condolence chat 
wherein said grieving parties are not required to be in the same physical location as 
each other, the pastors, rabbis, grief counselors or the deceased (paragraph 0063, 
Krim). 
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Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Navneet K. Ahluwalia whose telephone number is 571- 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alam T. Hosain can be reached on 571-272-3978. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



272-5636. 



Navneet K. Ahluwalia 

Examiner 
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